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ORDER

[ have required respondent to produce documents or other information in response to
petitioners’ Interrogatonies and Requests for Production propounded in this Omnibus Autism
Proceeding (“discovery material’™).

Status conferences were held on December 5, December 10, and December 17, 2002. As
a result of the discussions duning those conferences, respondent will file in the case of Taylor v.
Secretary of HHS, No. 02-699V, any discovery material.

I note that respondent has consented to use of the discovery material described above by any
person with a petition within this Court’s jurisdiction alleging vaccine injuries resulting in autistic
spectrum disorder or a similar neurodevelopmental disorder, for the purposes of any proceeding
under the Vaccine Act.! !

'l note that, in respondent’s view, whether the filing of a “short form” petition under the
Omnibus Autism Proceeding constitutes a valid, pending petition is an open question. I do not
address that question at this time.



Respondent has represented that upon issuance of this Order, respondent will withdraw his
motion for a protective order recently filed in this Omnibus Autism Proceeding, because, in
respondent’s view, adequate statutory protection exists in a proceeding on 2 petition under the
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IT IS SO ORDERED.

George L. Hastings, Ir.
Special Master

’I note that petitioners maintain that discovery materials are not, and should not, be
“protected” as respondent contends.





